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BERLIN WALL DISMANTLING — TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.06 am]: It gives me 
great pleasure to inform the house that last Sunday, 9 November 2014, marked 25 years since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. A series of special events was held in Perth to celebrate this milestone anniversary. 
In the still of the night on 13 August 1961, the East German government, with the support of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics’ military, split the city of Berlin into East Berlin and West Berlin, with a three to four-metre 
high concrete wall eventually being constructed to completely separate East Berlin from West Berlin. It was 
heavily fortified and had more than 300 sentry towers or guard houses such as the famous Checkpoint Charlie. 
Around 10 000 people tried to escape East Germany, with more than 130 people killed during such attempts. The 
wall became a stark symbol that segregated families and friends who lived on either side of it. It separated a city, 
a nation, a continent and, eventually, the world into the east and west. On 9 November 1989, after years of  
high-profile campaigns, East Germany finally lifted travel restrictions to West Germany. Jubilant crowds 
gathered on both sides of the wall and together they tore it down. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall was the central theme of the twenty-fifth anniversary celebrations at the In Unison 
festival, which is a very successful annual festival organised by members of Perth’s German community. Last 
Sunday, In Unison marked the anniversary with an event at Northbridge Piazza called Dismantling Walls, 
a dramatic sketch performed in silence by approximately 20 students from Kelmscott Senior High School, with 
a very famous narrator providing the voiceover. I was given the honour of narrating that performance and was 
impressed by the creativity and insight of the organisers in relating the event to multicultural Western Australia. 
The narration looked at Western Australia’s history through the viewpoint of the many waves of people who 
have arrived here and made this state their home. The story dealt with the imaginary walls that we often build 
around us—walls that can stop us connecting with one another. Given our cultural diversity, it carried a positive 
message for us all. The story finally ended with the walls coming down. 
Another event in the In Unison festival this year was the ThyssenKrupp The Wall Gala ball, which included 
a replica of Berlin’s famous Checkpoint Charlie, through which every guest had to enter the event, as people had 
entered East Germany in the day. I would like to sincerely thank the In Unison festival organisers—
Mr Achim Burmeister, OAM, and Mrs Christine Nicol-Burmeister, OAM—for their dedication to enhancing the 
relationship between Western Australia and Germany. I applaud them for their work in presenting the festival, 
which is now in its thirteenth year. I was very pleased to be a part of the Dismantling Walls twenty-fifth 
anniversary event, and to participate in celebrating this watershed moment in history. 
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